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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Aida (JP 
05-011525). 

Aida discloses cleaning before the belt slips, abstract lines 1-2. An encoder 
counts slits on the belt, abstract, lines 3-5, which reads on an evaluation of the register 
of the printer. Aida urges cleaning because of a contamination, for example 
misregistration caused by dirt. See translation, [0002] (note that "Miss Regis Tracy 
Yong" is misregistration as spelled out phonetically by the machine translator). 

Regarding claim 2, slits (20) are marks from register error is determined. 

Regarding claim 3, after reaching a certain level of register error, a cleaning run 
is started. Abstract, lines 1-2. 

Regarding claim 4, multicolor printing is performed and the colors are 
superimposed, see translation [0017], so the registration evaluation discussed above is 
performed for each color. 

Regarding claim 5, figure 3 shows that the slits are aligned in the transport 
direction of conveyor belt (5). 
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Regarding claim 6, figure 1 shows the details of a control device for performing 
the above method. The term "especially by a fixing aid" shows that contamination is not 
limited to a fixing aid. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Nozaki (JP 2003-241470) disclose determining that soiling on a belt has occurred 
because of pattern detection signal. 

Ueda et al. (JP 2003-195604) disclose detecting scratches (contamination) and 
removing them from a registration signal. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ryan Gleitz whose telephone number is (571)272-2489. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30AM - 6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Gray can be reached on 571-272-21 19. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Ryan Gleitz/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2852 



